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really a melancholy instance of the power of calumny. I have long wished that on some convenient occasion you would meet this whole charge, explain how it arose, and give it a clear denial, defying contradiction. This you have never done, and the fact that you have never done it is commented on. Such a denial would not silence copperheads or Bennett, but it would satisfy many good people.
I ought not to advise one who understands the public better than I do, nevertheless I have wished this.
Mrs. Parton desires to be remembered to Mrs. Butler and your daughter, as I do, and joins me in saying, that we are very truly yours,                         JAMES PABTON AND WIFE
From General Butler to James Parton
July ZQth
MY DEAR PARTON: Your kind note gives me much pleasure. Thank Mrs. Parton for her continued interest; for yourself, you are always so kind that one forgets the due courtesies. What "occasion" can I take to refute the calumny? I have been wishing for the Smith suit to come on, when I hope under oath to put that matter right. I am just starting for Sharon Springs with Blanche and Mrs. Butler, who send love.
Yours truly, BUTLER
From B. Wardwett to General Butler
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, July 26,1865
DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday was our election day for city officers. Mayor, Commonwealth's Atty., in fact all the officers of any importance who were elected were violent secessionists, many of them having been commissioned officers under the Confederate or Mob Government. Now, I am most anxious to know whether we are to go back into the hands of those who caused all our troubles, or not. I would not have attempted to have remained here had I supposed things would have taken the turn they have. No one has any use for a Union man here. In fact many of our Union men are discouraged, worn out. Is there any hope of our having a Military Governor, or any assistance from the Government we lost all the property we had in defence of, or must we submit to the rule of those scoundrels who so wickedly treated us and all others who dared do or say a word in favor